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MEMORANDUM 


NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 


2555 


URGENT ACTION 


MEMORANDUM FOR: 


FROM: 


April 21, 1975 


SECRETARY KISSIN 


WILLIAM L. STEARMAN 



SUBJECT: 


Thieu's Resignation Speech 


At Tab I is a memorandum to the President enclosing an Embassy 
Saigon summary (Tab A) of Thieu's resignation speech. The President 
may want to see this before he is interviewed by CBS tonight. 
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MEMORANDUM 


THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 


2555 


( 


URGENT 

INFORMATION 


MEMORANDUM FOR: THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: HENRY A. KISSINGER 

SUBJECT: President Thieu's Resignation Speech 


At Tab A is an Embassy Saigon summary of President Thieu's 
April 21 resignation speech. Thieu summed up developments 
over the past several years and, among other things, criticized 
the U. S. for its lack of support. 

You may want to read this summary before your CBS interview 
tonight. 
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Embassy Saigon Summary of Thieu Resignation Speech 

President Thieu opened his nationwide televised address before about ' , 

two hundred ranking officials of RVN at Independent Palace by 
declaring that he would speak extemporaneously. Stating that urgency 
of situation precluded advance announcements concerning address, 

President Thieu proceeded to present historical outline which em- 
phasized fact that in past, especially in 1968 and again in 1972, 
abundant and timely U. S. assistance saved the day for RVN forces. 

Contending that Paris Agreement was forced on RVN by U. S, , President 
Thieu emphasized that any agreement that left North Vietnamese soldiers 
in place in the South was disadvantageous to RVN. President Thieu said 
he advised Secretary of State Kissinger in strongest terms that Agree- i 

ment would be a disaster for RVN but reluctantly signed when he re- 
ceived assurances that if North Vietnamese attacked, U.S. would use 
its considerable military might in support of South Vietnam. President 
Thieu asserted that promises were made between him and former President 
Nixon and while they were not government to government promises, they j 

were nonetheless promises made in good faith by the presidents of two 
allied nations. President Thieu also said he was forced to sign agreement 
because U.S. threatened to cut off aid in RVN refused to sign. 

Claiming that superpowers have agreement to bargain fate of smaller 
countries with each other, President Thieu stated that "they don't 
think of the independence and freedom of small countries." Declaring 
that "we can't let Communists subjugate us" President Thieu noted 
that when he went to U. S. in March 1973 he did not demand that U. S. 
aid Vietnam for 20-30 years because Vietnam is rich in natural resources. 

Instead, according to President Thieu, he asked for aid for five or 
even three (until 1980) years. 

Mentioning the internal problems of U. S. such as the economic situation 
and Watergate, which President Thieu maintained took their toll on 
U.S. resolve to continue supporting RVN, he stated that during last 
two years while aid to RVN was being steadily reduced and RVN was 
beset with major economic difficulties, North Vietnam took advantage of 
situation to build up its forces in RVN including constructing airfields, 
bridges and all weather roads, etc. President Thieu added that when 
Communists saw lack of determination on part of U. S. they stepped up 
attacks and continued aggression against RVN. 
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President Thieu stated that Vietnamization program was not fully realized 
and the modernization program was abandoned* Comparing RVN to 
plantation owner who was faced with a thief who stole pieces of fruit every 
day. President Thieu said that dollars are not enough. Claiming that 
RVN needs continued support of U. S. , he said U* S. $300, 000 was small 
amount and not enough to stop NVN attack* 


President Thieu announced his decision to resign and turn over government 
to Vice President Huong in accordance with RVN constitution. Stating 
that he was resigning because of urgent state of nation, President Thieu 
blamed Communist propaganda for having a negative impact on world and 
domestic critics and critics in U. S. alike believed and stated publicly 
that he was an obstacle to peace. There were those that charged, according 
to President Thieu, that abundant and timely aid would be forthcoming if 
he would step down. President Thieu also said that Huong, like himself, 
was a patriot and understood how to deal with Communists. Stating that 
neither of them was afraid to negotiate unconditionally with Communists, 
President Thieu said that because one-half of country had now been lost 
he was willing to sacrifice himself and his position in the belief that it 
would benefit country. 

Claiming that he told people in 1972 that Communists would not respect 
Paris Accords, President Thieu recounted arguments of those who said 
there could be serious negotiations if he stepped down. President Thieu 
also said he had been used as an excuse for not providing aid and noted 
that of all the charges that had been hurled against him, including demon- 
strations, most distasteful was U. S. attitude toward providing support 
for RVN during last two years as well as at present. Thanking the 
national assembly and various religious and popular groups. President asked 
that he be forgiven for his mistakes and requested that those in attendance 
now witness the swearing in of Vice President Huong as President which 
would permit the maximum continuity in this moment of crisis for the nation. 

After Mr. Thieu finished speaking, Tran Van Huong stepped to the podium 
and took the oath of office, following which the new President delivered 
a brief inaugural address. Huong noted that to assume the Presidency 
at this moment was a ''heavy responsibility." Declaring that ex-president 
Thieu had chosen a good moment for his resignation, Huong said the 
Vietnamese people have suffered greatly, but now is the time for everyone 
to unite "in order to survive. " "Division will mean death, " Unity among 
the people would strengthen the courage of soldiers at the front and move 
"the allies" to sympathy. Quoting a proverb, Huong affirmed, "help 
yourself and your friend will help you and God will help you." He reminded 
the troops that the nation depended on them, and promised that as an 
honorary sergeant he would stand by them. 
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